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The extreme drought event during 1919-1920
Abstract

Historical documents of Taiwan indicated the first ranked extreme drought of no rain for 194 days
during the period from 14 October 1919 to 25 April 1920 in Qishan area. Compared to the long-term
climatological mean of 1897-2022, most stations showed increases of annual rain days in 1919 and 1920,
decreases of annual rainfall and longest no-rain days in 1919, and an increase of annual rainfall and a
decrease of longest no-rain days in 1920. Since the extreme drought period spanned over two years, the
drought condition was not easily identified from the annual station data.

During the period of January-April 1920, there were 32 pieces of news about drought, little rain or
no rain from Taiwan Daily News. From the news reports, little rain occurred in north region during
October-November 1919, and in central-south region during the period from October 1919 to April 1920.
Little rain or no rain for almost six and half months had a great impact on farming, especially the
planting of late sugar cane and early rice. It is notable that under such a severe drought period, the
government and non-governmental organization had taken several measures to respond to the disaster;
however, no news report on praying for rain from local temples. Due to the commonly-seen drought in
winter, people in Taiwan tended to face it with a calm attitude.
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