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The meteorological characteristics of the drought event in 1929
and its impact on Taiwan

ABSTRACT

This study is aimed to investigate the meteorological characteristics of the drought event in 1929 and its
impact on Taiwan based on historical weather maps, station data, government and newspaper reports during
the period of Japanese Taiwan. Taiwan was suffered from severe drought conditions in 1929, however,
annual rainfall of central and southern areas was shown to be not significantly decreased due to heavy
rainfall brought by summer typhoons from the data of meteorological stations. The drought conditions were
caused by decreased precipitation or a long period of no rain in some months.

The drought event in 1929 could be divided into two periods: January to May and October to December.
No or little rain fell until mid-May in the southern area, more serious drought conditions than central and
northern areas. Five typhoon events in June-August brought heavy rainfall and caused serious flooding in
Taiwan. The drought occurred again from October to December due to decreased precipitation or a long
period of no rain. This drought had a serious impact on people’s lives and production activities, and further
social chaos and people in a state of anxiety. The government and non-governmental organization had taken
several measures and planning strategies to respond to the drought disaster. All of the related issues will be
discussed in this study.
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